NEWS & UPDATE
February 2025

WINTER MEETING 2025

Another great Winter Meeting is in the books for 2025, and we really appreciate all the members that made the trip
to Jefferson City to attend. Every year we think we have set attendance records and the way to make sure that we
do is never keep track of the head count! All the standing committees held meetings, and much business was dis-
cussed and staff received valuable input. Politics at the Winter Meeting are front and center, particularly following
a statewide election. We congratulated ourselves on the success of Governor Kehoe’s election, along with all the
other candidates that MFPA supported and were successful. We had a 95% success rate on the candidates that
we financially supported throughout the election!

The days prior to the Winter Meeting were filled with inauguration activities,
many of which were attended by MFPA members. Jefferson City was bustling
with inauguration chaos with visitors from throughout Missouri attending various
events that were open to the public. The outdoor swearing in of the statewide
elected officials was a fantastic display of patriotism and democracy, it was a
sight to see!

MFPA has three primary pieces of legislation to work on during the 2025
session. We will be lobbying to fund the wood energy tax credit and wood
industry promotion programs and introducing legislation to define “wood”.

For those of you not attending the meeting you are likely wondering why a wood
definition is necessary? We have found that companies routinely use the term
“‘wood” to advertise and sell products that do not contain wood at all but have
been manufactured to mimic its beauty but are not the raw material that origi-
nates from trees. The cattle industry had to embark on this type of legislation

a couple years ago because of the advertising that was occurring using the term “beef’ but was in fact other food
products mixed with chemicals manufactured to taste like the real thing.

The evening dinner and reception were really fantastic this year. We hosted the FFA forestry speaking contest again
this year and the winner, Maggie Hogan, presented her speech to the crowd and did an amazing job and received a
standing ovation for her performance! Senators Brad Hudson and Jamie Burger addressed the MFPA membership
and pledged their support to the forest products industry. Many other elected officials attended the evening dinner,
and it was a great opportunity to discuss the importance of our industry and push our 2025 legislative agenda.

The breakfast at the Capital was lightly attended, unfortunately, because of the direct competition with Governor
Kehoe’s prayer breakfast. It was a reminder to not compete with the Almighty, you will lose every time!
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2025 MFPA Legislative Breakfast

The Legislative Breakfast, held in the 3rd Floor Rotunda of the Capitol, created a real opportunity for members
of MFPA to interact directly with Missouri elected officials. Members advocated for our 2025 legislative agenda
including fully funding the Wood Energy Tax Credit (WETC) at $6 million. The Wood Energy Tax Credit bene-
fits all of Missouri’s forest products industries by adding value and encouraging the use of sawmill by-products.
The credit is directly received by Missouri companies that manufacture an energy product. The WETC is now
in statute for the next 5 years but it must be funded to be useful for the industry. Members also advocated

to continue to fund SB 138 at $2 million to promote the forest products industry in Missouri. The promotion
strategy is in full force and new funding is necessary to complete our objectives for the industry. MFPA will be
introducing legislation to define solid wood for marketing purposes in Missouri. Wood alternatives and look-a-
likes are rapidly infiltrating the marketplace necessitating a need rto define real wood. Members did a great job
speaking to elected officials about the economic importance of the forest products industry in Missouri.

Thanks To All Who Attended The 2025 Legislative Breakfast!
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MFPA 2025 WINTER MEETING SPONSORS
Thank you!!

Exclusive Sponsors:
Independent Stave Company, Inc. - Member Dinner
McClain Forest Products LLC - Legislative Breakfast
Royal Oak Enterprises, Inc. - Welcome Reception

Meeting Event Sponsors:

Arneson Timber Company, Inc. McClain Forest Products LLC
Botkin Lumber Company, Inc. McCoy Construction & Forestry
Cedar Creek Hardwoods, Inc. McGinnis Wood Products, Inc.

Chemistry PR & Multimedia Missouri Department of Agriculture
D & D Hardwood LLC MO-Pac Lumber Company
East Perry Lumber Company, Inc. Mueller Brothers Timber, Inc.

Naeger Forest Products, Inc.
Norman Lumber Company

Farrow Lumber Company

Foster Brothers Wood Products, Inc.
Ponsse North America, Inc.

Royal Oak Enterprises LLC
TAG Truck Center
The Daniel & Henry Company
Three Oaks Timber LLC

Garnett Company LLC
Independent Stave Company, Inc.
Madison County Wood Products, Inc.
Marsh McLennan Agency
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Remaining PTH Classes for 2025

To enroll, or if you know someone that needs the certification...
give us a call at the MFPA office (573) 634-3252, or email Chris at Chris@moforest.com.
You can also enroll yourself online, www.moforest.org.

While we are discussing PTH certification, it’s never too early to get your continuing education
credit. Get it done early, then you don’t have to worry about it later.

2025 PTH Class Schedule

Level 1 & 2 Level 3 & 4
February 26-27 March 10-11

Location Forest Management

March 5

March 12-13 March 27-28 March 18
September 8-9 September 29-30 September 16
October 7-8 October 20-21 October 14

October 22-23

November 10-11 November 5

TAG Truck Genter in Farmington, MO and Springfield, MO are authorized Western Star dealers.

Specializing in work ready trucks, TAG Truck Center in
Farmington and Springfield offer Elite Customer Service as
“Standard Equipment”.

We offer multiple loader brands and configura-

tions of bunk systems as well as log trailers.
Financing and insurance products are available for trucks,
trailers and up-fit rigging and can be included with financing.
Financing and insurance available for trucks and trailers.

Financing options can also he tailored to
include loaders and bunk systems.

TRUCK GROUP
TNTXTruck.com

LONESTAR W?TAG“

TAG TRUCK CENTER FARMINGTON
2880 Hwy 67 South
Farmington, MO 63640
573-747-0190

FARMINGTON @

JACKSON g
SPRINGFIELD SIKESTON @

POPLAR BLUFF @

e CALVERT CITY

@ JACKSON

TAG TRUCK CENTER SPRINGFIELD
5376 W State Hwy 266
Springfield, MO 65802

417-862-7021
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MFPA Hosts FFA FoResTRY CONTEST

MFPA collaborated with Missouri FFA to host the Fall Public Speaking Competition. This state level competi-
tion was new last year to the MFPA Annual Winter Meeting We are excited to have this competition become a
part of our Winter Meeting. The winning students from each FFA District presented their speeches on January

14" to a group of judges, including Luke Brook-
shire from Madison County Wood Products;
Lacey Schmidt from Gastineau Log Homes,

and Gerald Ross, retired State Forester. MFPA
judges found all the students speeches to be
excellent! Thank you to all of the judges who
volunteered at the district and state levels. The
winner of the state competition is Maggie Hogan
from Salem High School, Salem, Missouri.

Congratulations Maggie!!!

MFPA will be reaching out to MFPA members
to serve as judges in next year’s District and
State level competitions. If you are able to help

judge next year’s district competition in your FFA Students in the State Forestry Public Speaking
area, let us know by calling the MFPA office at | Competition

573-634-3252. or emailing laura@moforest.org.

CORNERS ON

"YOUR SUCCESS.

When it comes to choosing someone to help you insure your
success, you want to be sure they don't leave you out on a limb

when you need them.

Haas & Wilkerson is an independent insurance agency that
specializes in insuring sawmills, pallet mills and all types of

lumber and woodworking-related businesses.

For further information or quotations, call our toll free number

HAAS&WILKERSON

4300 Shawnee Mission Pkwy
Fairway, KS 66205

INSURIMG YOHUR SUCCESS

Winner Maggie Hogan congratulated by MFPA
Executive Director Brian Brookshire
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Ensuring Your Business

Lasts As Long As We Have

Property & Casualty and Employee Benefits
Solutions For

Sawmills e Pallet Manufacturers e Lumberyards
Secondary Manufacturers e Distributors
And All Companies in the Wood Products Industry
Serving the Midwest Since 1921

Cape Girardeau — Tamara James: 573-388-4832
Chadd James: 573-388-4836
www.danielandhenry.com
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It’s Time To Renew!

Membership renewal forms have been mailed and it’s time to renew your membership to
continue receiving all the benefits of MFPA!

In your envelope you will find your membership dues invoice and the current contact infor-
mation we have listed for your company along with the “Little Tree in the Big Forest” chil-
drens book MFPA has had published. When returning your membership dues, please
notify us of any changes to your contact information or any products and
services you offer. Notify the MFPA office of any contact information changes through-
out the year!

Contact information includes: Help us keep our member information
« Company name current! Send us your employee names,
* Main contact email addresses, and phone numbers
* Physical address too. Keep your employees current with
* Postal address industry news coming from MFPA. We
* Main phone number can do that with up-to-date emails and
 Cell phone number cell numbers!
* Toll free number
* Email address
* Website

Please return your dues and information promtly as we have started assembling the 2025-
2026 Membership Directory...




