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ELECTION 2024
I want to personally thank all of the MFPA members that worked very hard to elect Mike Kehoe as 
Missouri’s 58th Governor on November 5, 2024.  MFPA’s board of directors voted to endorse Gover-
nor-elect Kehoe very early in his campaign and were one of the first Missouri associations to take that 
bold step.  Mike Kehoe will continue to be a champion of our industry during his administration, and 
he has worked very hard to educate himself on the forest products industry and its importance to the 
Missouri economy.  Congratulations to Governor-elect Kehoe and we look forward to working with him 
and his team for the next eight years. 

By about 11:30 PM Tuesday evening November 5th it started to become apparent that President 
Trump was going to be elected again as President.  Depending on the polls you tracked, or the tea 
leaves you read, you may or may not have thought that another Trump presidency was a potential 
reality.  We all know now the results of the red wave and it looks like the Republicans will have control 
of both the House of Representatives and the Senate.  So, change is rapidly occurring, and political 
appointments are being made daily, if not hourly.  One thing we know for sure is that change is going 
to happen in a drastic fashion, but what we don’t know is how it will end up impacting our industry.
We are all hoping for a drastically different political environment for President Trump during his sec-
ond term.  I for one, would love to see a Trump administration being able to govern for four years 
without constantly being threatened with lawsuits and impeachments.  Who knows what the attitude 
will be of the minority party, but it would be great to see some semblance of dedication to governing 
and working for the people rather than constantly fighting, suing and impeaching.  President Trump, 
only having the ability to serve four years should soften the desire to sue and impeach during his sec-
ond administration.  It will be very interesting to see President Trump focused on governing without 
distractions, there is no telling what type of change we will see.  

The appointment of Elon Musk and Vivek Ramaswamy as co-directors of the new Department of 
Government Efficiency will be fascinating to watch.  The initial explanation of their mission suggests 
that federal government agencies could change drastically depending on if congress allows their rec-
ommendations to be implemented.  At the very least, the days of government bureaucracy growing, 
will likely be over for at least four years, and will likely shrink substantially.

Cabinet positions are very important to the forest products industry, particularly regarding the man-
agement of the national forest system and the regulations that impact our businesses.  I would specu-
late that the Trump administration will implement favorable domestic policies for our industry, both 
in terms of forest management implementation on the national forest and eliminating unnecessary 
regulations that impact our manufacturing operations.  However, we will closely watch the internation-
al policies that could negatively impact our ability to export forest products.  Tariffs were a constant 
theme in President Trump’s campaign, and we don’t know if agriculture products, specifically lumber, 
will be impacted.  To date, Rep. Lee Zeldin from New York has been appointed EPA administrator and 
the USDA position is still open.  It seems that the new USDA administrator may not be a politician but 
rather a farmer that has shown strong support during the campaign.  Change is in the air and we will 
be tracking everything as closely as possible.



Upcoming Calendar of Events
Board of Directors

December 6th, Jefferson City, MO

MO Logging Council Area Meeting
December 17th, Chillicothe, MO

2025 Winter Meeting
January 14 - 15th, Jefferson City, MO
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Our Mission
Missouri Forest Products Association is dedicat-
ed to serving and promoting the forest products 
industry of Missouri.  Founded in 1970, MFPA 

has over 300 members representing primary and 
secondary wood industry, supplier and service 

industries, loggers and landowners.  MFPA 
advocates sustainable management and sound 

stewardship of Missouri’s forests to benefit 
current and future generations.

**REMINDER** 
ONE CE IS REQUIRED ANNUALLY
TO RETAIN THE PTH CERTIFICATE

Endorsed by

®

If You Want Something 
Insured Right  

Insure It Yourself
MISSOURI WOOD INDUSTRY INSURANCE TRUST

offers workers compensation insurance designed for 
Missouri’s forest products industries.

AT MWIIT, WE . . .
		 •	 fight	fraudulent	claims
		 •	 provide	specialized	loss	prevention	services
		 •	 have	claims	adjusters	who	listen
		 •	 provide	insurance	at	cost

For further information or quotations, call our toll free number

800-821-7703

Missouri Wood Industry Insurance Trust
c/o Haas & Wilkerson

4300 Shawnee Mission Pkwy, Fairway, KS 66205
Phone (913) 432-4400    Fax (913) 432-6159
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USDA Forest Service Wood Innovations Grant Announcement 
The USDA announced it is making nearly $34 million in Forest Service funding available through 
its Wood Innovations, Community Wood, and Wood Products Infrastructure Assistance grant pro-
grams. The Forest Service is seeking proposals that support crucial links between resilient, healthy 
forests, strong rural economies, and jobs in the forestry sector.  Made possible by the Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Law and the Inflation Reduction Act, this funding will spark innovation, create new 
markets for wood products and renewable wood energy, and expand processing capacity.

The Forest Service is requesting proposals from eligible entities in the private, non-profit, and 
government sectors including tribes, local and state governments, businesses and for-profit enti-
ties, institutions of higher education, as well as public utility, fire, conservation, and school districts, 
among others. 

The news release is located at USDA Forest Service announces open grant opportunity to 
strengthen forest products economy and forest sector jobs as part of Biden-Harris Investing in 
America agenda | USDA.

For more information on this funding announcement, visit the Forest Service Wood Innovations 
webpage.  Regional Forest Service Wood Innovations specialist are listed at Wood Innovations 
Contacts | US Forest Service, the first line for applicants.

There are several new stories and video on wood products and markets available featuring the 
Wood Innovations program.
•	 Feature Story - Wood is good: Wood products build the way to healthy forests of the future
•	 How Healthy Markets Sustain Forests - Into The Outdoors

MFPA has educational materials available to schools! 
Please contact a teacher or principal from schools in 
your neighborhood and provide them with the informa-
tion on the opportunities available to them from the 
flyer below.  The Marvgelous Magical Tree Show will 
entertain students while they learn about trees; Truth 
About Trees Kits provide tools to add to teachers' daily 
lesson plans; Giant Jenga is a fun game and a way 
for students to educate themselves on all things trees 
in Missouri.  A part of MFPA's promational plan for the 
industry is to provide accurate information about our 
industry, how we use wood everyday, and tree biology 
and carbon storage to our teachers so students can 
learn the facts.  Feel free to email or print and hand 
out the flyer below to teachers or principals you know.

Send anyone from the MFPA office a name and email 
(or phone umber) of an interested educator or school 
and MFPA will take care of the rest....simple!

MFPA office: 573-634-3252 
Email: laura@moforest.org or melissa@moforest.org

Trees, Please!
School Educational Materials Sponsored by MFPA

laura@moforest.org

+1 573-634-3252

www.moforest.org

R E Q U E S T  Y O U R
P R O G R A M  T O D A Y

Truth about  Tre e s
Elementary 
We developed these interactive teaching
kits designed to provide creative ideas and
tools you can add to your daily lesson plans.
These kits make learning about the forest
and trees exciting for elementary-aged
students.

Giant  Jenga
All Ages
As an educational tool, MFPA created  their
own version of the classic game,  Jenga!
Using giant wooden blocks made from
Missouri-based wood, they designed each
block with a tree fact on a specific piece of
wood. 

The  Marvelous  
Mag i cal  Tre e  Show
K-3rd Grade
The Marvelous Tree Show dives into the
fascinating realm of trees as renewable
resources! Using hilarious antics and amazing
tricks, Elliot the Entertainer showcases how trees
transform into everyday products, emphasizing
their renewable nature. Audiences of up to 250
kids will enjoy this unique show, and each
participating school receives Giant Jenga set.

MISSOURI FOREST PRODUCTS
ASSOCIATION SPONSORED
EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS

https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2024/10/24/usda-forest-service-announces-open-grant-opportunity-strengthen
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2024/10/24/usda-forest-service-announces-open-grant-opportunity-strengthen
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2024/10/24/usda-forest-service-announces-open-grant-opportunity-strengthen
https://www.fs.usda.gov/science-technology/energy-forest-products/wood-innovation
https://www.fs.usda.gov/science-technology/energy-forest-products/wood-innovation
https://www.fs.usda.gov/science-technology/energy-forest-products/wood-innovation-contacts
https://www.fs.usda.gov/science-technology/energy-forest-products/wood-innovation-contacts
https://url.avanan.click/v2/r01/___https:/www.fs.usda.gov/about-agency/features/wood-good___.YXAzOm1vZm9yZXN0OmE6bzowZGIyNTdiNzc4NmZlOTU5NmFiNDZhOGJiMmVkMDI5Mzo3OmEwNWQ6ZTAyM2NlNzg3N2NlMjAwZWY0ODRjMWViOWQzY2U0MjFmOWVjYTk5OWFiYzYzYTE4NjYxYmE1OWI2NzczNWVkZDpoOlQ6Tg
https://url.avanan.click/v2/r01/___https:/intotheoutdoors.org/segments/how-healthy-markets-sustain-forests/___.YXAzOm1vZm9yZXN0OmE6bzowZGIyNTdiNzc4NmZlOTU5NmFiNDZhOGJiMmVkMDI5Mzo3OmM4Y2E6OWU2MjEzMTY4MWU4ZGY1MDk2ZGM1NTFmNWJjZDFiOGJiYjQxNmNkMGU3OTQwZjEwOTU2Yzg5NzhmNmQ2ZmNiNTpoOlQ6Tg


Let me start by saying “Thank You.”  For those that attended the Summer Meeting, I promise that most 
of what you are reading is only slightly like what I said at the Banquet.  This will be my last column for the 
newsletter.  I am officially retiring at the end of November.  I DO find it interesting that no one has said I 
look too young to retire…ah, but I digress.  Working for Brian has been a wonderful trip.  I think most of us 
consider it a good thing when we learn, and Brian provided me a lot of learning opportunities.  As MFPA 
members, you are extremely lucky.  You would be hard pressed to find a better Executive Director than 
Brian Brookshire.  He is dedicated, smart, and cares passionately for the membership, AND the industry. 
Laura and Melissa are the embodiment of “I have your back”.  They are smart, cheerful and always willing 
to lend a hand, or 4.  It’s a great office to work in.  I wish everyone was as lucky as I have been for the past 
10 years.  MFPA is a great place to work.  It’s also a great place to work FOR.  I have been lucky enough to 
have spent time with most of you.  I am constantly amazed at our members.  You are smart, great business 
skills, and welcoming.  You have made this “odd duck” feel a part of everything.  I am also thankful for the 
Missouri Department of Conservation and the Children’s Miracle Network.  Mike and Kristen have made my 
life easier, and a lot of fun.  I am blessed to call some of you my good friends…enough that I could fill the 
newsletter.  You know who you are, but I would be remiss if I didn’t talk about Shannon Jarvis and Travis 
Yake.  I appreciate your time you gave me to help further my education.  Thank you.  Thanks also to all of 
you that have made this journey a great adventure.  From torn rotator cuff to understanding a bit of the busi-
ness a little better, it has been a great ride.  As I saddle up, I would also like to thank Chris Lohmann.  He 
will be taking over some of the duties…especially PTH and Master Logger…the programs I have come to 
love.  Most of you already know Chris.  He’s a great guy.  I think you’ll all enjoy working with him.  I guess 
that’s it.  I’d say more…but I have some packing to do.  See you down the road....
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Mark McCarthy

Certification & Education

2025 PTH Class Schedule
Location Level 1 & 2 Level 3 & 4 Forest Management

Farmington January 6-7 January 27-28 January 16
Doniphan January 29-30 February 24-25 February 13
Houston February 26-27 March 10-11 March 5

Chillicothe March 12-13 March 27-28 March 18
Kirksville September 8-9 September 29-30 September 16

Camdenton October 7-8 October 20-21 October 14
Bolivar October 22-23 November 10-11 November 5
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Reserve Your Lodging
Lodging is not included in the meeting registration fee.  Hotel reservations are made directly 

with the Courtyard Jefferson City by calling Marriott reservations at 
(800) 321-2211 or (573) 761-1400 and ask for the special rate of $ 145+tax for MFPA. 

Please  reserve your room by  December 13th 
to receive MFPA rate.  

The hotel is conveniently located within walking distance from the capitol. 

Register by January 7th
Name _________________________________________________________________
Company Name ______________________________________________________
Spouse/Guest Name _________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip _______________________________________________________
Telephone ___________________________________________________________
Email _________________________________________________________________

Total Attending:
#_____ Winter Meeting Reception & Dinner

Registration Fee: $120.00 per person 

Please return this form & payment by mail, fax, email, or phone to:

Missouri Forest Products Association
505 East State Street
Jefferson City, MO 65101
Phone: 573-634-3252
Fax: 573-636-2591
Email: laura@moforest.org

Credit card:________________________________

Number:__________________________________

Expiration:___________Zip Code______________

Total:_____________________________________

Name on Card:_____________________________

Winter Meeting 2025
January 14-15

#_____ Legislative Breakfast (State Capitol)

Hosted by the MFP PAC

Thank you!



Salem, MO is hosting a “Salute to the Timber Industry 
Parade and Timber Fun Day” to be celebrated on Labor 

Day September 2. Parade will showcase the timber industry and and relative busi-
ness.  The Parade begins at the Commons on Hwy 72 with line up starting at 8:00 AM. The parade 
will start at 10:30 AM. Following the parade a Timber Fun Day will be had at the Commons from 12:00 
to 5:00. Free hamburgers, hot dogs, and bratwurst will be provided by Vandivort Drug in celebration 
of 40 years in business. The activities include fun games for children, hands on activities such as 
shingle splitting, rail splitting,crosscut sawing and exhibits for viewing. 

Winter Meeting & Legislative Breakfast
January 14-15

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
This event that we prepare for our members is important to our industry and serves as 

an opportunity to exchange information, build partnerships, gain awareness on matters facing 
the industry, and promote our industry legislatively.  We are most effective in these efforts through 

your support and sponsorships.  Please consider supporting the Winter Meeting by sponsoring 
an event outlined below.  

Sponsors will be recognized in the agenda, at the meeting, and in the January Newsletter

Governmental Affairs Committee Meeting Sponsor
$200 each Co-Sponsors $200

PAC Committee Meeting Sponsor
$200 each Co-Sponsors $200

Education Committee Meeting Sponsor
$200 each Co-Sponsors $200

Missouri Logging Council Board of Directors
$200 each Co-Sponsors $200

Forest Health Committee Meeting Sponsor
$200 each Co-Sponsors $200

FFA Forestry Competition Exclusive Sponsor    $2000
$400 each Co-Sponsors $400

Name __________________________________________________________________________________

Company ______________________________________________________________________________

Credit Card ____________________________________________________________________________

	    Expiration Date_____________________Code___________ Zip Code____________________

Return to MFPA via fax at 573-636-2591 or email to laura@moforest.org or call 573-634-3252

Thank you!
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Ensuring Your Business  
Lasts As Long As We Have 

Property & Casualty and Employee Benefits 
Solutions For 

Sawmills  Pallet Manufacturers  Lumberyards  
Secondary Manufacturers  Distributors  

And All Companies in the Wood Products Industry 
Serving the Midwest Since 1921 

         Cape Girardeau – Tamara James: 573-388-4832
          Chadd James: 573-388-4836 

www.danielandhenry.com 
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Specializing in work ready trucks, TAG Truck Center in 
Farmington and Springfi eld offer Elite Customer Service as 
“Standard Equipment”.

We offer multiple loader brands and con� gura-
tions of bunk systems as well as log trailers.
Financing and insurance products are available for trucks, 
trailers and up-fi t rigging and can be included with fi nancing.
Financing and insurance available for trucks and trailers. 

Financing options can also be tailored to 
include loaders and bunk systems.

L S -2 3 9 8

TAG TRUCK CENTER FARMINGTON
2880 Hwy 67 South

Farmington, MO 63640
573-747-0190 

TAG TRUCK CENTER SPRINGFIELD
5376 W State Hwy 266
Springfi eld, MO 65802

417-862-7021

TNTXTruck.com

TAG Truck Center in Farmington, MO and Spring� eld, MO are authorized Western Star dealers.
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